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AVIATORS CONTINUE TO HAVE A NEED AVIATORS CONTINUE TO HAVE A NEED 
FOR INFORMATION PRIOR TO FLIGHTFOR INFORMATION PRIOR TO FLIGHT
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Types of Pilot Weather Briefings
•STANDARD BRIEFING 

Provides all pertinent and essential information available for a proposed 
flight in a set format. 

•ABBREVIATED BRIEFING 

Used to update information received from an earlier briefing or from 
other sources. If you request one or two items, only the requested items 
will be provided, along with an offer of  adverse conditions that may be 
present or forecast for the proposed route of flight. 

•OUTLOOK BRIEFING 

Used for flights with proposed departure times six hours or more beyond 
the time of the briefing. This type of briefing is provided for planning 
purposes only and consists of available forecast data. It is recommended 
that the pilot updates this information with a standard briefing before 
your departure. 
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STANDARD WEATHER BRIEFING FORMAT

1. Adverse (hazardous) conditions (Airmets, 

SIGMETS, Convective Activity, TFRs, Rwy or 

Airport Closures) 

2. "VFR flight not recommended" Statement 

3. Synopsis of weather systems 

4. Current weather (summarized), including 

PIREP's

5. Enroute forecast summary 



10

6. Destination forecast  (TAF or Area Fcst) 

7. Winds aloft forecast 

8. NOTAMS 

9. Known ATC delays 

10. Information (by request only) 

a. Military Training Routes/MOA's

b. Class II NOTAMS (IAPs) 

c. Other assistance, as required 

STANDARD WEATHER BRIEFING FORMAT 
(Continued)
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WSUS31 KKCI 261455 SIGE CONVECTIVE SIGMET 6E VALID 
UNTIL 1655Z FL GA AL LA AND FL AL MS LA CSTL WTRS 
FROM 30E ATL-50WSW PZD-80SSW CEW-30SE HRV LINE EMBD 
SEV TS 45 NM WIDE MOV FROM 27040KT. TOPS TO FL410. 
TORNADOES...HAIL TO 1 IN...WIND GUSTS TO 60KT POSS.

OUTLOOK VALID 261655-262055 FROM CLT-60SW CTY-160S 
CEW-40WSW MGM-30NW ODF-CLT REF WW 68. WST 
ISSUANCES EXPD. REFER TO MOST RECENT ACUS01 KWNS 
FROM STORM PREDICTION CENTER FOR SYNOPSIS AND 
METEOROLOGICAL DETAILS. I

If there is a discrepancy between the graphic and the text data, 
we use the text

Text Data
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WAUS41 KKCI 261445 BOST WA 261445 
AIRMET TANGO UPDT 2 FOR TURB VALID 
UNTIL 262100 AIRMET TURB...ME NH VT MA RI 
CT NY LO NJ PA OH LE WV MD DC DE VA AND 
CSTL WTRS FROM 70NW PQI TO 30NE PQI TO 
50ESE BGR TO ACK TO 20SSE ECG TO HMV 
TO HNN TO CVG TO FWA TO DXO TO YSC TO 
70NW PQI MOD TURB BTN FL240 AND FL400. 
CONDS CONTG BYD 21Z ENDG 21-00Z
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WAUS41 KKCI 261445 BOSZ WA 261445 AIRMET ZULU UPDT 2 
FOR ICE AND FRZLVL VALID UNTIL 262100 AIRMET ICE...ME NH 
VT MA RI CT NY LO NJ PA OH LE WV MD DC DE VA NC SC GA FL 
AND CSTL WTRS FROM YSC TO 190SSE ACK TO 160SE SIE TO 
190ESE ECG TO 140SSE ILM TO 40SSE CTY TO 50SSW TLH TO 
50SSE IRQ TO GQO TO HMV TO HNN TO CVG TO FWA TO DXO TO 
MSS TO YSC MOD ICE BTN FRZLVL AND FL220. FRZLVL 080-130. 
CONDS CONTG BYD 21Z THRU 03Z.       

OTLK VALID 2100-0300Z...ICE ME NH VT MA RI CT NY LO NJ PA 
OH LE WV MD DC DE VA NC SC GA FL AND CSTL WTRS 
BOUNDED BY YSC-170S ACK-160SE SIE-190ESE ECG-130SSE 
ILM-CAE-ODF-HMV-HNN-DXO-YYZ-YSC MOD ICE BTN FRZLVL 
AND FL220. FRZLVL 070-110. CONDS CONTG THRU 03Z. 
FRZLVL...RANGING FROM SFC-095 ACRS AREA MULT FRZLVL 
BLW 080 BOUNDED BY 50NNW PQI-50NE PQI-60SW YSJ- 200SE 
ACK-190SSE ACK-180S ACK-50SE ENE-20S MLT-50NNW PQI 040 
ALG 60ENE YQB-110SSE BGR-100E ACK-140ESE ACK-170SE ACK 
080 ALG HNN-HAR-20SSE HNK-30ESE PLB-40ENE MPV-ENE-200S 
ACK 
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WAUS41 KKCI 261445 BOSS WA 261445 AIRMET SIERRA 
UPDT 3 FOR IFR AND MTN OBSCN VALID UNTIL 262100 
AIRMET MTN OBSCN...NY PA WV MD VA NC SC GA FROM 
SYR TO 20E ALB TO HNK TO 30N GSO TO CLT TO ATL TO 
GQO TO HMV TO HNN TO AIR TO JHW TO SYR MTNS OBSC 
BY CLDS/PCPN/BR/FG. CONDS CONTG BYD 21Z THRU 03Z.

OTLK VALID 2100-0300Z AREA 1...IFR ME NH VT MA RI CT 
NY LO NJ PA OH LE WV MD DC DE VA NC AND CSTL WTRS 
BOUNDED BY YSC-ACK-70SE ECG-20ESE ILM-40ENE FLO- 
HMV-20SSW APE- CLE-20N ERI-20NE MSS-YSC CIG BLW 
010/VIS BLW 3SM PCPN/BR/FG. CONDS CONTG THRU 03Z. 
AREA 2...MTN OBSCN ME NH VT MA NY PA WV MD VA NC 
SC GA BOUNDED BY YSC-30NNE ENE-CON-HNK-30N GSO- 
CLT-ATL-GQO-HMV-HNN-JHW- SYR-MSS-YSC MTNS OBSC 
BY CLDS/PCPN/BR/FG. CONDS CONTG THRU 03Z. 
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"VFR FLIGHT NOT RECOMMENDED"

"When VFR flight is proposed, and sky conditions or 
visibilities are present or forecast, surface or aloft, 
that in the briefer's judgment, would make the flight 
under Visual Flight Rules doubtful, the briefer will 
describe the conditions and affected locations and 
use the phrase 'VFR flight is not recommended.'" 
(A.I.M. para. 7-3, b.2)

This recommendation is advisory in nature.  It does 
not remove the pilot's authority to make his/her own 
decision. "The final decision as to whether the flight 
can be conducted safely rests solely with the pilot." 
(FAR 91.3)
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KMRB 261624Z 06003KT 2 1/2SM -RA BR 
OVC007 06/06 A2998 RMK AO2 RAB02 CIG 
005V009 P0002

KFDK 261636Z AUTO 00000KT 4SM -RA 
OVC008 07/05 A3004 RMK AO2

KHGR 261553Z 18004KT 9SM OVC007 07/04 
A3000 RMK AO2 SLP171 T00720039

KIAD 261552Z 18008KT 6SM BR OVC006 07/05 
A3004 RMK AO2 RAE1456 SLP173 P0000 
T00670050 CHINO WEST $

CURRENT CONDITIONS
(Summarized during briefing)
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KMRB 261141Z 2612/2712 00000KT 3SM BR BKN003 
OVC008 FM261600 12005KT 2SM -RA BR OVC003 
FM270300 34003KT 5SM BR SCT010 OVC015 

KDCA 261141Z 2612/2712 21007KT 2SM -RA FEW008 
OVC015 FM261500 20008KT 4SM -RA OVC008 
FM261700 18006KT 2SM -RA BR OVC005 FM270300 
VRB03KT 5SM BR SCT008 OVC015 

TAF
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FAUS41 KKCI 261745 FA1W BOSC FA 261745 SYNOPSIS AND 
VFR CLDS/WX SYNOPSIS VALID UNTIL 271200 CLDS/WX VALID 
UNTIL 270600...OTLK VALID 270600-271200 ME NH VT MA RI CT 
NY LO NJ PA OH LE WV MD DC DE VA AND CSTL WTRS

SEE AIRMET SIERRA FOR IFR CONDS AND MTN OBSCN. TS 
IMPLY SEV OR GTR TURB SEV ICE LLWS AND IFR CONDS. 
NON MSL HGTS DENOTED BY AGL OR CIG.

SYNOPSIS...18Z LOW OVR ERN KY WITH WRMFNT SEWD TO 
NC CSTL WTRS. 00Z LOW OVR NERN WV WITH WRMFNT SEWD 
TO VA CSTL WTRS...CDFNT SWWD TO NWRN GA. 06Z LOW 
OVR NJ WITH CDFNT SWWD TO W CNTRL GA...WRMFNT INTO 
NJ CSTL WTRS. 18Z LOW OVR RI CSTL WTRS WITH CDFNT 
SWWD TO W CNTRL GA. 

AREA FORECAST
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WV NW...OVC020 TOP 160. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 21Z OVC020 TOP 
100. OCNL VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 02Z SCT030 SCT080 BKN CI. 04Z 
BKN CI. OTLK...VFR.                                             
SE...OVC035 TOP FL320. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. BECMG 2200 
OVC035 TOP 100. OCNL VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 03Z BKN-OVC035 
TOP 050. OTLK...MVFR CIG.                                       
MD DC DE VA SWRN VA...OVC035 TOP 160. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 
OVC035 TOP 100. OCNL VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 04Z OVC035 TOP 
050. OTLK...MVFR CIG.                                           
NWRN VA/WRN MD...OVC035 TOP FL320. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 
BECMG 0103 035 TOP 100. 05Z OVC035 TOP 050. OTLK...MVFR 
CIG BECMG VFR 12Z.                                              
ERN MD/DC/DE...OVC010 TOP FL320. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 03Z 
OVC025 TOP 100. OCNL VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. OTLK...MVFR CIG. 
CNTRL VA...OVC010 TOP FL320. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 03Z BKN- 
OVC025 TOP 100. OTLK...MVFR CIG.                                
ERN VA...OVC010 TOP FL320. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. 05Z BKN- 
OVC025 TOP 100. VIS 3-5SM -RA BR. OTLK...MVFR CIG RA BR. 
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3000     6000        9000      12000     18000     24000     30000     34000   39000

AGC   2418  2121+02  2035-02   2044-06  2351-16  2260-27  227441  227452  238965

AVP    2116  2221+05  2433+01  2335-04  2342-14  2337-26  243842  255053  256565

PSB             2426+03  2224-02   2042-06  2361-15  2258-26  235242  236252  237365 

ORF   2329  2526+06  2430+01  2540-03  2543-14  2637-25  242042  253752  274764

RIC    2235   2329+06  2342+02  2452-03  2349-14  2443-25  243941  244752  255065 

ROA   2029  2356+07  2250+01  2359-04  2454-15  2457-25  225141  225251  247764 

CRW  2226  2445+04  2543+00  2439-04  2437-16  2451-27  229541  218252  229664

EKN             2255+06  2358+00  2353-04  2352-15  2360-26  226542  226152  238164 

WINDS ALOFT
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RememberRemember…… Pass Your PIREPS!!  Pass Your PIREPS!!  
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Search & RescueSearch & Rescue

• Every overdue aircraft on a flight plan must be 
located.  There are several phases to a search.

•• QALQ QALQ –– ETA plus 30 minutes.  Communications 
search at destination airport. 

•• INREQ INREQ ––1 hour after QALQ sent. 
Communications search expands and physical 
search begins. 

•• ALNOT ALNOT –– Alert Notice!  ETA plus 2 hours.  
Physical search expands to RCC and possibly 
CAP or other entities which will launch aircraft to 
search for the overdue aircraft. 
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FLIGHT WATCH (EFAS)FLIGHT WATCH (EFAS)

When you need to get a weather update – we are here! 

Just contact us on 122.0 nationwide if you are below 

FL180.

See our high altitude frequency map for flight above FL180. 

Flight Watch/EFAS is exclusively for weather information 

and pilot reports.  

Filing flight plans, notams, and anything else not related to 

weather is the function of “Radio”.  122.2 is Flight Service 

Common”



Flight Services
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